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Commodore’s Report

My fellow members.  It has been an absolute pleasure to serve as your Commodore.  
This will be my final Scuttlebutt Article as my term as Commodore is coming to an 
end.  The Annual Meeting will be held on October 26, 2021 at 7pm.  I look forward 
to seeing all of you there.

It is amazing how fast the year went by with everything going on around the Club.  I 
think it has been a good year for Mobile Yacht Club.  We have had many events and 
good times were had by all.  

Many of you have stopped me and told me what a good job I am doing as your 
Commodore.  While I appreciate the comments very much, there are several others 
that I work with to make everything happen around the Club.  Ian Nicholson, our 
Chef Manager, putting out excellent food and events that the members enjoy week 
after week.  Nicol Byars, our Business Manager, keeping us all on track and making 
sure the Club stays financially running.  The Staff of the Club that take care us when 
we walk through the door.  These employees help make all of our experiences at the 
Club possible.  Jeff Borthen, our Ground’s Manager, has worked very hard around 
the Club to bring color and ambience for members to enjoy.  Our Entertainment 
Chair, Whitney Adkinson, has planned many events throughout the year and 
keeps the good times rolling around the Club.  Maureen Lowe kept everyone in 
communication with the Club, making sure everyone stayed in the “know”.  Josh 
Deupree, our Waterfront Director, has been there whenever I needed him to help, 
whether it be nailing a board down in the harbor or teaching the juniors to sail, he 
got it done.  The Board of Directors who I have leaned on for support to make the 
very best decisions I can for the Club.  John O’Brien, Rear Commodore, has worked 
diligently to make sure our regattas and many other events went off without a hitch.  
Brian Barnett, Vice Commodore, has been my right-hand support from day one 

Notice of Annual Meeting
The MYC Annual Meeting will be held in the club’s dining room 

at 7pm on Tuesday, October 26, 2021
 Light hor d’oeuvres will be served and the bar will be open

Continued on pg 2
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Manager’s Notes

It’s been another year at the 
Yacht Club for me and I’ve 
been very thankful to meet and 
work with so many wonderful 
people here. It’s been great 
being able to see people get 
back out and enjoy the club 
and all the exciting events!

I want to take this time to say 
thank you to our Commodore 
Casey Golemon. It’s been a joy 
to work with him and have his 
support and make a friend in 
the process. I know that we will 
all be sorry to see him move on 
from his position and know that 
we are lucky that he will still be 
here among us. I look forward 
to our new Commodore 
continuing his success and 
making it his own.

Congratulations and thank you 
Casey!
Nicol Byars
Business Manager

Nominating Committee recommends the 
following officers for 2021-22:
Commodore ........................... Brian Barnett
Vice Commodore .................. John O’Brien
Rear Commodore.................. Maureen Lowe
Treasurer ................................ Curtis Polk
Corresponding Secretary ... Bill Haffner
Recording Secretary ............ Guy Miller

Board Members: 
Dennis Barnes (new)  David Hickman
Dave Carey (new)  Rick Nelson
Rick Haidt Gordon Marsh

James O. Galle

Pfilip G. Hunt

Axel Pohlmann

Welcome 
New Members:

and helped me get through the tough times of the job.  There have been 
many members that have helped with everything from hurricane prep and 
cleanup to harbor parties and junior activities.  I would run out of space in 
the Scuttlebutt if I tried to name everyone.  Without any of these people, 
my job as Commodore would not be possible and the Club would not be 
as successful as it is. 

THANK YOU TO EVERYONE!  It has been my absolute pleasure to be part of the 
team this year.

We have reached new heights in membership over the year.  Our current 
membership is at 471, the highest it has ever been, and more keep applying.  This 
is a sure sign that we as a Yacht Club are doing the right things to bring people 
in.  We will continue to promote the sport of sailing and make sure it continues to 
grow at Mobile Yacht Club.  We have more Juniors coming up from the Mobile Bay 
Sailing School that Coach Josh will take under his wing and help grow in the sport 
of sailing.  We are planning on offering more adult sailing lessons and encouraging 
more people to get out and race or just go cruising with Dave Carey and his group.

There are many new things on the horizon for Mobile Yacht Club and I am excited 
to see what comes next.  It has been an honor to serve as your Commodore over 
this last year and I look forward to watching the Club grow and break through 
new heights and goals we have never encountered before.  Again, it has been my 
pleasure to serve as you Commodore.  Thank you!

I look forward to seeing out on the water and around the Club

Casey Golemon
Commodore of the Mobile Yacht Club

Continued from pg 1
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As October arrives, it is hard to believe that my year as your Rear 
Commodore is coming to an end. It has been a year of learning for me 
and one that I will use to continue to help grow the sport of sailing here 
at MYC. Along with the growth of our Junior Sailing Program, Challenge 
Cup and Capdevielle sailing campaign, we were able to finally have 
something of a normal sailing calendar with seven races sailed under 
the MYC burgee. This is something as compared to the diminishing 
numbers of races across our region. There is already discussion about 
sponsoring a larger Junior Sailing Regatta, so stay tuned. While there are 
so many to thank for helping me by volunteering on the Race Committee, 
I would like to specifically thank Casey Golemon for his invaluable help 
in running the on-water activities and Brian Barnett for his use of his 
boat, Un-Reel, for the Race Committee signal boat. I would also like to 
thank Whitney Adkinson and her team for the onshore activities as well 
as the trophies and T-shirt support. I would be remiss if I didn’t take the 
time to thank the sailors that came out and supported the races by their 
participation because it is for them that we conduct these races. 

Running races takes a lot of support and participation and I am getting 
a group of sailors together to discuss how we can increase participation 
next year as well as some serious discussion as to an MYC sponsored 
one design campaign. We will update in upcoming Scuttlebutts and 
social media as we develop a concept to increase participation.

We’ve also kicked off serious planning for the year of celebration for our 
175th birthday by having our first 1847 Committee Steering Committee 
meeting. It was an excellent session with good ideas, solid commitments 
from members and the beginnings of a timeline. As it stands now, 
the yearlong celebration will culminate in a formal affair to be held in 
October of 2022. 

Watching the Wadewitz Regatta this past weekend with Commodores 
Bingham and Golemon was a special treat and after a slow start, our team looked exceptional in closing out the 
weekend with a 2nd and 3rd in the final race. 

Please let’s not forget our MYC Charity Regatta which will be sailed on Sunday, October 24th and like last year, 
we will use the Thursday Night Fun Race course and format for this fun regatta. As a reminder, we will NOT use 
Regattanetwork, instead we will use standard paper registration which you can fill out and leave at the club or 
email to me at johnpobrien85@gmail.com. Let’s support this final sailing event of the season. 

In another sign of improving times, we will be having a Commodore’s Ball on October 9th so I look forward to 
seeing the membership and celebrating a good year.

In closing, I’m going to change my normal sign off with something I heard this Sunday @ FYC...

“Let Izzy drive…”

John O’Brien
Rear Commodore

Rear Commodore’s Report NOTICES
• A New Member Brochure can be 

picked up at the bar.

• Per House Rules, all bar and 
galley tabs are subject to a 15% 
gratuity. Please remember to 
sign your ticket to ensure it is 
correct.

• Support the Mobile Bay Sailing 
School (MBSS) by signing up for 
Amazon Smile

 Shop at smile.amazon.com and 
Amazon will donate .5% to the 
MBSS. You can search for the 
charity and choose MBSS to 
start donating.

  Any questions, please email  
entertainment@mobileyachtclub.com 

• All completed applications for 
membership should be given to 
a board member. 

• Next Board Meeting is on 
October 19th at 6:30pm
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Our next meeting will be on Friday, October 22nd starting 
at Noon so we can get ready for the Silent Auction and 
Drawdown that starts at 6pm that night. We will be planning 
the MYC Charity Auction and Race on October 22nd-24th. 

Dues are due in November for the upcoming year. The dues 
are $20 and given to our Treasurer, Valerie Creekmore.
Thanks again for all your support.
Maureen Lowe
jmmolowe@aol.com

Bay G��

Bay Gales

Vice Commodore’s Report

It seems like yesterday I stepped into the position of Vice 
Commodore. My how the time has flown by. I’d like to say thank 
you for allowing me to serve you. I have been very fortunate to 
have an excellent Commodore and Board to work with. Thank you 
to Chef Ian Nicholson, who has come in and done a wonderful 
job with the galley and staff. Thank you to our Manager Nicol 
Byars, who keeps things straight for us with the books and around 
the club. Thank you to our staff, for taking such good care of 
the membership. Thank you to our Waterfront Director Josh 
Deupree, he takes care of the club, harbor, Juniors and you. The 
club has grown so much over the past few years, membership 
is at an all-time high, Junior sailing is at an all-time high and the 
harbor is full! We have a great team, that works well together and 
we have had a steady hand at the helm in our Commodore Casey 
Golemon. Thank you, Commodore, for all your hard work, you 
set your course and showed all of us how to be a Commodore. 
The future looks bright at Mobile Yacht Club and I look forward to 
being a part of that future, I hope you do too! 

See you at the Club, 

Brian Barnett 
Vice Commodore

Mark your 
calendars
more information on 
mobileyachtclub.com 

 Bingo is from 3:30pm-5pm  
(Oct 17th, Nov 21st, Dec 12th) 

Cards are $5 each month, 
cash only event, no member’s 
accounts can be charged for 
cards and markers are not 
needed. Come for the fun, 

prizes and food.

Inshore/Pier 
Fishing Tournament 
October 9th

Trunk or Treat
October 30th

Chili Cookoff 
November 14th

MYC Charity Auction & 
Regatta 
October 22nd - 24th
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Commodore Casey Golemon

Cordially Invites 
Its Members to Attend

 

The Commodore’s Ball
 

Honoring All Past Commodores
 

Mobile Yacht Club
Saturday, October 9, 2021

6:30pm – 9:00pm

Hors d’oeuvres  •  Entertainment
 

Coat and Tie Required
Cocktail Attire

$20 per person
Adults Only

 

Please RSVP to 
entertainment@mobileyachtclub.com

 
We need an accurate headcount

so please RSVP.
 

The Bar and Galley will be closed during the 
Commodore’s Ball

MYC Charity Regatta
 Silent Auction/Drawdown

 

Friday, October 22nd
Regatta Registration

$60 includes bucket of gifts
6pm - 7:30pm

Silent Auction and Drawdown
6pm - 10pm

 
Saturday, October 23rd

Opti Race and Fundraiser
Noon

 
Sunday, October 24th

Race starts at 1pm
Harbor Party with Live Music, Food and 

Chicken Bingo
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Hey MYC, 
Hope every had a great September! Went by fast! We have several events coming up! 

10/9:  MYC Inshore Fishing Tournament- 5 am start time and weigh in from 8 am to 3pm.  
 Awards at 4pm $30 registration fee includes a t-shirt. Look on website for categories.

10/9:  Commodore Ball: 6:30 pm till 9 pm. $20 a person. The bar and galley will be closed  
 during the Ball.

10/11:  Yoga by the Bay with Susan is back! $5 a person 

10/22-24:  Charity regatta weekend

10/30:  Trunk or treat starts at 3pm, details on website

11/14:  Chili cook off 4 pm 

Can’t wait to see all of you at the club for these events! 

Let’s Party 
Whitney Adkinson 
Entertainment Chairman

Entertainment Committee
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Coast Guard Auxiliary

BOATING AT NIGHT

Boating at night can make even familiar waters unrecognizable. Visual depth perception is lessened and lights 
from the shore can be difficult to distinguish from those on the water. To make nighttime boating safer, keep the 
following in mind.

Navigation Lights
Vessels are required to show navigation lights from sunset to sunrise and during periods of restricted visibility. 
Understanding these light displays will provide invaluable information to the boater, as these lights can help the 
boater determine the length of another vessel, its orientation in relation to your boat, and the general direction 
in which it is headed. All operators must ensure that their vessel’s navigation lights are working and that the 
positioning and distance from which they can be seen meet federal regulations. It is important to know which 
navigation lights you will see from another boat in certain situations. This can help you determine if you are in 
an overtaking, meeting, or crossing situation. The following chart illustrates the navigation lights you will see 
from various angles:

Whenever you see a red navigation light from another vessel, give way. It is the stand-on vessel. According to 
the Rules of the Road, it has the right of way. If you see both the red and green sidelights, it is coming straight 
toward you! Take action to change course in order to avoid a collision.

Keep In Mind
• It is risky to rely on memory or to take shortcuts at night. Stick to the main channel. Your best bet is to 
navigate by the appropriate chart and identify the corresponding Aids to Navigation.
• Make sure you are familiar with the handling characteristics of your boat so you can concentrate on 
interpreting the Aids to Navigation.
• Slow down. Distances are more difficult to judge at night and you will need more time to distinguish the 
various types of lights you will see: navigation lights, lights on shore, etc.
• Listen. You might hear certain sounds before you see the related objects or situations that require you to 
change course, such as another boat’s engine or sound signals, an Aid’s bell or gong, or noises from shore. 
(Note that sound travels far over water.)
• Turn on your navigation lights from sunset to sunrise and during daytime periods of reduced visibility, such as 
rain and fog.
• Turn off any lights that might interfere with, or be confused with, navigation lights.

Bill Fallin, FSO – 
Marine Safety, U.S. 
Coast Guard Auxiliary
www.uscgboating.org


